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crossed the sand-ridges to see the work of death, they found
(the tale was told me by an eye-witness) nothing but corpses,
convulsed in the death-agonies of drought and despair. They
were counted, and their number was above four thousand.
One tradition reckons Hoseyn Basha himself among the victims;
another, and more probable, it seems, makes him escape along
with a reserve left behind the main body in Yemiimah, whence
he retreated to Kaseem, and soon after to Egypt.

Turkee, thus delivered from the invader, reappeared at Eiad,
and took quiet possession of his kingdom, which he continued
to hold for some years without fresh molestation from Egypt
or elsewhere. What regards the expedition organized by him
against Hasa, his own assassination by his cousin Mesharee, the
part taken by ?Abd-Allah-ebn-Easheed in the chastisement
of the usurper, aud the instalment of Feysul on the throne
left vacant by his father's death, I have already fully related in
the third chapter of this work, and thither accordingly I refer
my readers.

Feysul when thus unexpectedly raised to the supreme power
was about thirty-three or thirty-four years of age. But though
in a manner* taken unawares by events, he possessed many
qualities which rendered him equal to the difficulties of his
new position. In personal character he resembled his father
Turkee much more than his grandfather \Abd-Allab. Of a
naturally mild and not unamiable disposition, prudent and
wary even to excess, moderate in his opinions, gifted with
singular foresight and perspicacity, of a prepossessing exterior
and a very eloquent tongue, there was much in him to conciliate
the affection and the loyalty of his hereditary subjects, and to
promise a ruler alike powerful and good. But Wahhabee
education, sectarian bigotry, and the influence of what one may
conveniently entitle, though without the most distant European
allusion, the High Orthodox Nejdean party, conjoined with an
innate turn for superstition and an overwrought devotion, went
far to blight these fair hopes. Advancing age rendered the
evil effects of Wahhabee bias more and more dominant? and in
his last years Feysul has ended by becoming a mere tool in the
hands of his narrow-minded counsellors and his violent son, who
administer the kingdom in the old monarch's name, and obtain